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MERIDIAN DIVE ADVENTURES 

INDONESIA:   SULAWESI - MANADO  

SEPT/OCT 2012 

Where are we going diving? 
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PACKAGE TOUR:  12 Days/18 Dives 

 

Fri 28 Sept – Tuesday 9 October 2012 

Diving Package Price:  

R18 400 pp sharing 

R21 000 single supplement 

Non-diving Package Price: 

R14 125 sharing with a diver 

 

PACKAGE INCLUDES 

 

NOT INCLUDED 

Return flight Jhb – Singapore (10 hours) 

Return flight Singapore – Manado (3 1/2 hrs) 

Return transfers between airport/resort. 

9 nights, pool view room, full board pp sharing. 

18 dives in 6 days incl. cylinders/weights/belts. 

2 free days to explore, or extra diving.   

Gvt tax & services included. 

Up-grade sea view cottage : US$12.50/night/pax 

Visas ($25 pp). 

Lembah Straights long haul ($45 pp extra). 

Shore entry dives from jetty ($5pp – no guide). 

Flight taxes (+-R3500). 

Snacks/drinks, lunch on arrival/departure day. 

Travel insurance if required.  

If you would like to organise your own flights 

please let me know, as you may like an add-on 

like Bali or overnight in Singapore. 

North Sulawesi's 

Amidst the splendour of breathtaking sunsets and 
crystal clear waters, lies a resort that allows you to 
experience the truly unforgettable Manahasan 
Hospitality.  Situated along Tanawangko Bay on the 
South West coast of Manado. 
 
30 minutes drive from the hustle & bustle of Manado is 
the Resort & Spa. Here with its peaceful and scenic 
palm fringed backdrop is a family owned and run 
resort that offers not only luxury and comfort but also a 
level of warmth and hospitality which in today's frantic 
world is such a rarity.  

With the Bunaken National Park only a 45 min boat ride away, you can be assured of some of the 
best diving in the world! 
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SCUBA DIVING EXCURSIONS 

Diving starts from the house reef – there are at least 5 house reefs and 2 amazing mangroves. 

With more than 26 dive sites, they are quickly reachable with the speed boats, or full comfort boats 
taking 16 people to visit the 50+ sites of Bunaken.  

Not enough? We can take a tour to the amazing Lembeh Straights and the beautiful Bangka, you get 
transferred by ground transportation to the area for a day of “muck” diving. 

 

With many wonderful sites to choose from, the Bunaken Marine Park stretches over 75,000 hectares 
in the deep waters of the Sulawesi Sea. There are five islands that make up the park, Siladen, 
Montehage, Nain and of course Bunaken. The fifth one Manado Tua stands out quite literally as it is a 
magnificent extinct volcano which dominates the four others and the skyline from the panoramic view 
from the jetty. 

The beautiful corals here are to be found surrounding the islands and with a depth from 3 meters to 
1300 are home to the many species of sea life to be found here, definitely making this a unique diving 
experience. 

Directly off the jetty stairs, discover lion fish, anemone fish, sea horses, pygmy seahorses, octopus, 
nudibranchs and colourful corals. 

Starting with 3 dives a day, there are options to include shore, mandarin fish and night dives. Simply 
relax and let the highly trained, experienced team of dive professionals take care of 
your every need, with small groups of 4 divers to 1 guide.  

Dive options: 

 3 dives a day to West Bunaken  

 Individual dive East Bunaken  

 Mandarin Dive (dusk dive)  

 Night Dive  
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 Early Bird Dive  

 Lembeh Straits for muck diving 

 Bangka Island  

There is also muck diving in areas close to the resort.  See more about the dive areas below. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
ACCOMMODATION 
 
The resort's 34 rooms are in two categories, all have full air conditioning, mini 
bar, safety deposit boxes, en-suite bathrooms, cable TV, IDD phone and 
coffee/tea making facilities. 
 

14 Sea view Cottages, strategically scattered around the beach. All cottages 
are designed to accommodate up to three adults with additional extra bed. The 
facilities include a private bath/shower with cold & hot running water, mini 
fridge, safe deposit box, coffee & tea making facilities, Cable TV, in-house 
movies, IDD telephone in each room, individually controlled air-conditioning 
and room service. 
 
20 Pool view rooms are located in two storey buildings (total of 5 buildings, 
each with 4 rooms; 2 below and 2 above) surrounding the beautiful free form 
lagoon pool. It is no doubt the biggest and the nicest pool in Manado. Guest 
can enjoy the pool scenery and landscape from the comfort of their balconies. 
All facilities provided are similar to the Sea view Cottage.  Some have inter-

connecting doors, ideal for families. 

For those looking for a more romantic hideaway, the Premier Sea View 
Cottages offer more privacy and look out onto the beachfront, affording a 
beautiful view across the jetty into the horizon, in the early evening the sunsets 
can be spectacular. 
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           above: interior pool view room   right: sea view room 
 
SPAR 
 
Why not let the professional therapists rejuvenate and relax you with in the 
tranquil oasis that is the Manta Spar.   Leaving you to indulge yourselves in 
either a bubbling Jacuzzi or hot tub scented with sensual essential oils in 
the privacy of one of our traditional wooden gazebos.  
 
 
DINING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The European-trained chef and Resident Manager combines his talents with the Executive chef, to 
infuse the best flavours from European and Indonesian cuisine. Along with their dedicated team of 
chefs, their repertoire includes a delicious choice from freshly made croissants to classic beef 
rendang - and all tastes in between. Savour a choice of mouth watering menus that embrace both 
East and West, served in the relaxed atmosphere of the Bunaken Restaurant. 

Whether at the resorts weekly BBQ, seafood night, Indonesian style buffet or a la carte evenings, the 
chefs are happy to discuss and advise on favourite menus and personal dishes for events such as 
birthdays, honeymoons or simply a private romantic dinner! 

The Pool Bar serves tropical drinks and snacks all day long whilst the Sunset Jetty Bar overlooks 
Manado Tua Island and offers panoramic sunset views; simply the perfect place to relax at the end of 
the day. 

Lunch will be served on boat. Besides, also provided is  fruit, snack, coffee, tea and water during the 

day.
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THE JETTY 

 

THE POOL 

 

THE DIVE SITES – map below 

Critter Circus 1 - 2 - 3 

Located right in front of the Resort, these three sites run into one to another. 
Critter Circus is a gently sloping continuous reef with interesting critters to be 
found whereas Reef Balls got its name from those artificial concrete Igloo shaped 
structures, which have been dropped on the sandy slope and have become a 
perfect habitat for a wide range of interesting critters, including different types of 
pipefish, leaf scorpion fish and flatheads. The most amazing part of this area is the 
extensive sea grass beds in the very shallow area. Literally hundreds of pipefish 
can be found here, fingered dragonets, clown and warty frogfish, sea snakes, and 
nudibranchs. 

Popo Betlehem 

A wordplay coming from "Better than Lembeh", describes this site perfectly well. A 
true "muck" dive like those found in the Lembeh Straits, but with warmer water and 
better visibility. In the shallow water extensive beds of Sea grass are found, where 
you can find different kinds of moray eels, pipe fishes, sea snakes, nudibranchs as 
well as seahorses and Frogfish. The black sandy slope has hardly any patches of 
reef but is full of concrete and sand filled bags with ropes attached, which hold the 
Oy ster farm in place, which floats above water. Those offer excellent hideouts for 
an amazing array of critters and the ropes are used by big schools of long finned 
squid to attach their eggs. The whole range of "special" critters can be found on this 
site and photographers can easily dive here for days and days.
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MAP OF DIVE SITES 
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Carlos Point 

Just 5 min navigation from the house reef, another gently sandy slope of patchy 
corals and black sand. Ghost pipefish, lager groups of cardinalfishes, and sandy 
dwellers like jawfish and lizardfish are very common. 

Tanjung Kelapa 

Who said that wonderful coral walls are only around Bunaken? Tanjung Kelapa 
starts with a white sand slope that continues in a vertical reef with hard and soft 
corals, gorgonians, and schooling black snapper all around. A must-see of the 
area. 

Bunaken Island 

Arguably the best sites around Bunaken are Lekuan 1, 2 and 3. These are 
really the same site, but with so much to see are separated. With more 
shelter here and lots of large nooks & crannies to explore, you are more 
likely to find larger fish like Napoleon wrasse, bump head parrotfish along 
with sea fans, giant sponges and turtles. 

Lekuan 1 

Another long beautifully covered reef, located in front of Bunaken Island, 
which seems impossible to be done in one dive. With visibility often 30 to 40 
meters, sightings of larger species such at blacktip sharks, turtles, and 
schools of trevally and Napoleon wrasse are very common. Start on the 
sandy slope, which slowly get into the wall part of the site. Bannerfish and 
Napoleon Wrasse are resident in this famous diving spot including school of 
Pyramid Butterflyfish. Small whitetip reef sharks can be found sometimes 
here sleeping in crevices. 

Lekuan 2 

Continuing the first part of the famous long reef located in front of Bunaken 
Island is Lekuan 2. It is a vertical wall covered with different types of hard 
and soft corals, which have beautifully decorated this site and welcome a wide 
array of marine live. Great overhangs and small caves covered with soft corals 
combined with its crystal clear water are one of the main reason for wide-angle 
photographer's to visit this site. Napoleon Wrasse and big Green Turtles often 
visit this area. It is also a good place to find Purple Dart and Sailfin Gobies. 

Lekuan 3 

One of Bunaken Best dive sites, as it starts with a nice sandy slope with 
underwater pinnacles and continues to a wall, which drops to over 200m. 
Groups of Jacks and Barracudas are often found. Not to miss the small 
creatures that are resident to this site too, like cleaner shrimps, a nice 
variety of Nudibranchs and Flatworms to name a few. Gorgonians and big 
sponges decorate the wall in a magnificent way and complete it with a 
huge range of colourful fishes. 

Celah - Celah (Cracks) 

This site offers a deep wall with large cracks everywhere. A great site 
especially with a bright sunlight passing through and brightens up the blue 
water. It is one of the favourite areas for photographers, due to its "lunar" 
landscape. 
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Mandolin 

Mandolin .tops out near the surface, with a wall that is alive with fishes 
such as fusiliers, surgeon fish, unicorn fish and bannerfish. Mandolin is 
named after the same traditional musical instrument due to its shape from 
a bird's eye view. Small schools of Reef Fish, Angelfish, Bumphead 
Parrotfish and Gobies are there for your enjoyment. Not to forget the 
groups of large sized Barracudas, together with different colours and types 
of sea fans. In the deeper part, there is possibility to see Blacktip Reef 
Sharks. 

Bunaken Timur 

This area of Bunaken is always protected from the big thunderstorms of the bad season, 
and it permits an unusual growth of many species of hard and soft corals. This is the 
point with the highest coral biodiversity all around the area. Spectacular also for 
snorkelling, if you are lucky can spot also turtles and eagle rays swimming in the blue. 

Mike's Point 

Located on the north west of Bunaken Island, this site was named after well-known 
underwater photographer, Mike Severns. A wall covered with a great variety of different, 
colourful corals is a home for a huge range of tropical reef fish, which 
makes it perfect for fish portrait photography. Big fishes are common 
guests to this site too, as it often has a strong current that is affected by the 
tides. The reef floor is covered in different types of Sponges that make it a 
great area for deeper diving. 

Muka Kampung 

It is located exactly in front of the village of Bunaken. Strong current are 
prevailing in the area caused mostly by the location of the site. However, it 
is an interesting drift dive to cover a lot of area. Numbers of large Sea 
Turtles are common residents here. The site itself is well decorated with 
hard and soft corals along the wall with some overhangs and crevices 
where the small critters will draw your attention. School of Jacks and 
Barracudas can easily to be found as well as humphead parrotfish, 
napoleon wrasse and big Dogtooth tunas patrolling along the reef. 
The top of the reef is a perfect place for the safety stop, with depth 
around 4-5 meters. 

Aluang Banua 

This site has excellent macro objects to offer. One thing for sure is 
that you have to pay attention on the disguised creatures. Leaf fish, 
Ghost pipefish to name a few creatures, which have been seen here. 
The wall also offers beautiful caves, which often became a sleeping 
place for white tip reef shark. Sea Turtles and Eagle Rays are something that 
you may also see. 

Fukui Point 

Located on the southwest side of Bunaken. Named after a Japanese dive 
instructor who first described the site in the 1980's, Sandy slopes leading to 
patches of hard and soft corals. This is one of the dive spots around Bunaken 
Island with no deep wall reef. Going down to around 15 meters only, there are 
3 Giant Clams that are placed in a row, always surrounded by loads of 
Butterflyfish that are not shy to approach divers. 
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Raymond's Point 

South from Mike's Point lays a beautiful wall covered in sponges, 
with hard and soft corals. The rich environment of the wall has its 
own charm. This site also has a large cave and due to the strong 
currents often present, is the Bunaken site richest in Wire corals. 

Ron's Point 

A sandy slope site with occasional visitors such as Tuna, Jacks, 
Barracudas and not to forget Whitetip Reef Sharks and even occasional sightings 
of Gray Reef Sharks occur. The coral covered reef is not to be missed and 
observed as you can find Ghost Pipe Fish, Leaf Fish and also different type of 
anemone and Clown Fishes. 

Sachiko's Point 

A very steep Reef decorated with amazing soft and hard corals in the shallower 
areas of the reef. It is a vertical wall on the northeast side of Bunaken, with visibility 
frequently in the 30 to 40-meter range. In midwater, away from the reef, there are 
literally thousands and thousands of schooling red tooth Triggerfish. Large 
Gorgonians can also be found in the area. The slight current here means larger 
pelagics such as sharks, turtles, barracuda, and Napoleon wrasse, frequent the 
area other critters typically found here include moray eels, sea 
snakes, leaf scorpionfish, nudibranchs, crabs and shrimp. 

 

SILADEN ISLAND 

Siladen Point 

Siladen Island is a small island surrounded by a beautiful white 
sandy beach. The southern side of Siladen Island, Siladen has a 
vertical wall in large steps. The reef top is spectacular with a 
huge variety of hard & soft corals, and it is therefore an excellent 
spot for snorkelling. The colours of the corals here are just 
amazing - it is always amazing to find up to 10 different-coloured 
feather stars attached to a single large sponge. the sandy bottom offers lots 
of tiny creatures to be observed. White tip Reef Sharks are regular visitors 
as current is often present on this site. 

 

MANADO TUA ISLAND 

The dive sites around Manado Tua have steep vertical winding walls 
with many cracks, canyons and small caves. You can enjoy beautiful 
hard and soft corals, reef fishes, turtles and reef sharks. 

Panggulingan 

Located in the Eastern part of Manado Tua Island, This site starts off 
with a slope going down to 30m and then continues to a vertical wall 
with a large reef flat rising to about 5m. Large Schools of big sized 
Barracudas, Batfish Napoleon Wrasse, schooling Banner fish and 
Butterfly fish can easily be found in this area. There are quite strong 
prevailing currents on this site, which make it a good place to see 
Sharks and Spotted Eagle Rays.  

Muka Gereja (Church Front) 
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The site is exactly in front of a Manado Tua Church. The waters around Muka Gereja are generally 
calm and offer excellent visibility with moderate to strong currents. It 
features an interesting, beautifully covered wall, with big barrel 
sponges, some of them almost 1 meter in diameter. The fascinating 
thing about this dive site is not only about what it has to offer 
underwater; the great volcano is an amazing sight when you surface. 
Another "fish Dive" - a real aquarium! 

Negeri (Country) 

The site is situated towards the east of Muka Gereja. Currents are 
very much depending on the direction and strength of the wind. With 
the same great visibility, there is the possibility to see Silvertip 
Sharks, on its sandy slopes around the 30 m mark. Around the wall, 
which is decorated with a huge variety of beautiful soft corals, resident 
habitants like the Banded Pipe Fish, Angelfish and other Schooling fish are 
almost certain to be seen. 

MANADO COAST AND MANADO BAY 

Tanjung Pisok 

The dive site on the coast of the mainland which is called Tanjung Pisok has 
a reef flat sloping to 15-20 meters depth, and is very rich with large tabular 
sponges, reef fishes, nudibranchs, ribbon eels and unusual green tree 
corals. 

Molas Shipwreck 

There is also a diveable wreck, the Japanese Cargo named Molas, which 
from what we can discern, takes its name from the village of Molas, on the 
more Northern side of Manado. The history books are not too clear about its 
fate, but we again have good reason to believe it was torpedoed around 
1942. Sitting upright starting around 10m the propeller sits at 40m. 
Although not safe for penetration, remember to bring your dive light. You 
can opt to "sit out" the wreck and explore a reef close by instead. 

Batu Hitam (Black Rock) 

This site is the continuation of the Molas wreck reef slope in an easterly 
direction. It is a gentle dive with hardly any currents and great for macro 
lovers. The reef consists of a sandy slope with coral patches and finishes 
off as a little wall. Great for critters like ribbon eels, rare nudibranchs, leaf 
fish and frogfish, crocodile flatheads and such. It is a perfect dive to do in 
combination with the Molas wreck.  

City Extra 

Located exactly in front of a well-know seafood restaurant, this sandy area offers tons 
of critters to be spotted. Ghost pipefish, mimic octopus, Ambon Scorpionfish, 
Seahorses, Boxfishes, Flamboyant cuttlefish just to say some. And if you are lucky, 
this is the right place to see the Dugong. 

BMJ 

When you will go down in this site, the first impression would be something like "where  
the hell am I??" Site directly exposed to bad season storms, present a lot of broken coral 
and rubble areas. However, it's a paradise for nudibranchs and many other critters like 
ghost pipefish, boxer crabs, mantis shrimp and many more. 
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EXCURSIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

I have a separate Excursion List which includes day tours like Highland tours; Volcano tour, Tangkoko 

Nature Reserve tour; and water sports; golf; white water rafting. 
 

 
 
No other diving locale in the world can surpass the splendour and breathtaking beauty of North 
Sulawesi's coral reefs. We invite you to join us for an underwater expedition that you will never forget. 
Whether you are a novice, or an experienced diver with hundreds of dives, you will be astounded by 
the variety of species, and the sheer volume of living creatures that inhabit their crystal clear warm 
waters. 
 

 
 

   Look forward to seeing you all on another fun-filled 
 

MERIDIAN DIVE ADVENTURE   
 

 

Celia & Barry Coleman  
MERIDIAN DIVE 

 

Celia & Barry Coleman 
Cell:  0828941625 
www.MERIDIANDIVE.COM 
Celia@MeridianDive.com 

Prices can change without notice due to fluctuating 

exchange rates  

E&OE 

http://www.meridiandive.com/
mailto:Celia@MeridianDive.com

